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The Librarian and the Minnesota Centennial 


WiL.Loucusy M. Bascock* 


Curator of Newspapers 
Minnesota Historical Society 


One hundred years ago, next March 3, 
1949, the political entity which is Minnesota 
was born. This centennial date should give 
every man, woman, and child in Minnesota 
cause to stop, look, listen, and learn. Not 
that the story of the geographical entity 
which we know as Minnesota began with 
that date; far from it, for, geologically 
speaking, nature had been working for mil- 
lions of years to make our state. Aboriginal 
peoples had been making a living in it for 
hundreds and probably thousands of years, 
learning its geography by traveling through 
it and struggling over its resources. White 
missionaries and traders had been traversing 
its length and breadth for nearly three hun- 
dred years. 

But on March 3, 1849, the nation at large 
formally recognized that there was such a 
place as Minnesota, by giving it its legal 
designation, Minnesota Territory. One hun- 
dred years later, we, the people of that 
commonwealth, are going to stop and take 
stock of what has been accomplished. To 
quote from an address by Dean Julius M. 
Nolte, Director of the Minnesota Centennial 
at the 1948 annual meeting of the Minnesota 
Historical Society: 

“When individuals reach a notable mile- 
stone in their lives, they consciously or un- 
consciously take inventory of the year be- 
hind them. They consider the factors that 
have made them the persons they are, that 
have set the pattern for the lives they are 
leading, and they weigh their failures against 
their successes. The plan for this Centen- 
nial commemorative program gives an op- 
portunity to Minnesotans collectively to look 
back and take stock, to consider this state 
that they have built, to measure what has 
been accomplished, and how, and, most 
important of all, to determine in what direc- 
tion they are headed. 

“On the whole, Minnesota’s first century 
of progress will give its people no little 
satisfaction. But, as individuals compare 
their shortcomings with their successes, so 


the people of this state should see the mis- 
takes that have been made as well as the 
good things that have been done. They will 
make capital of both their successes and 
their mistakes for building the great fu- 
ture.” These words, incidentally, were 
quoted by Dean Nolte from the original 
syllabus of the plan as submitted by the 
Minnesota Historical Society to Governor 
Thye and the 1947 Legislature. In that 
spirit the State will celebrate its Centennial.* 

The history of any state and nation is but 
the sum total of the stories of its innumer- 
able communities. Fittingly enough, there- 
fore, the celebration of the Centennial 
throughout the year 1949 will feature local 
and regional observances, with certain state- 
wide functions to coordinate and point up 
the year. 

If the story of the individual community 
is to be emphasized during the forthcoming 
celebration, then, as Dean Theodore C. 
Blegen points out in his recent book, Grass 
Roots History (University of Minnesota 
Press, 1947), there is bound to be an urgent 
need and demand “for cultural histories of 
communities; studies that would yield in- 
formation about the backgrounds and edu- 
cation of settlers and later citizens; cleav- 
ages in communities and their various effects 
upon community institutions; the roles 
played by church, school, and press; the 
forces, too little studied, which differentiate 
one community from another; and the rela- 
tions of Main Street to the world. Here is 
a field in which lay historians can join 
hands with professional scholars, pursuing 
the doctrine that history, like charity, begins 
at home. Here the vigorous local interest 
that is sometimes channeled into antiquar- 
ian backwaters can join deep historical 
currents.” (p. 247). 

What is the local historical material upon 
which such community studies can be based, 
and how can librarians recognize, preserve, 
and call it to the attention of those who will 
be engaged in such researches? 


* Originally presented at the fall 1948 meeting of the Reference Section of the Minnesota Library Association. 


*J. M. Nolte, 


“The Territorial Centennial of 1949,’ in Minnesota History, 29:37. March, 1948 
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Dean Blegen in the book just referred to 
gives a stimulating picture of some of these 
materials. For example, he cites a bundle 
of “America letters,” written by an immi- 
grant woman in the sixties and seventies to 
her relatives in Norway and there preserved 
until Dr. Blegen discovered them in the 
course of his researches in that country. 
The writer of the letters was interested in 
everything that transpired: the trip across 
the Atlantic with its storms, births, deaths 
and burials at sea; the handling of immigrant 
baggage on a Great Lakes sailing vessel; 
the establishment of a new home in a small 
Iowa community and the problems of ad- 
justment to American ways of life; the joys 
and sorrows of the new life; and a host of 
other subjects. Here was an epic of the 
common man. 


Yet the same sort of thing was taking 
place in every community, and the story 
may be found in the letters and diaries 
stored away in boxes and trunks in countless 
attics and storerooms. Woe to the day when 
an energetic housewife shall start her 
“thorough housecleaning,” or begin prepa- 
rations for a move to smaller quarters. It 
behooves the local librarian, the teacher, 
and the person interested in historical re- 
cordings to so publicize the permanent value 
to the community of such materials that 
they may be turned over to a library or an 
historical institution for careful preservation. 

In days gone by, diary keeping was a 
habit practiced by all sorts of people. Some 
of these diaries, dignified by the name 
“Sournal,” were maintained as official rec- 
ords of daily events, and some were kept 
simply for personal information. The Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, for instance, required 
its traders at the various posts to keep such 
journals, and these manuscripts give a 
graphic picture of their lives and activities. 
One of the most valuable possessions of the 
Minnesota Historical Society is the series 
of manuscript journals kept by Major Law- 
rence Taliaferro while U. S. Indian agent 
at Fort Snelling from 1820 to 1840. The 
major noted down weather conditions and 
temperatures, visitors to the agency, items 
of agency business, daily occurrences at the 
fort such as a duel between two officers 
and the renting of slaves, steamboat arrivals, 
and many other subjects. From another 
journal, that kept by a certain Francois 





Chardon at one of the American Fur Com- 
pany posts on the upper Missouri during 
the thirties, the writer received an unfor- 
gettable picture of the utter isolation and 
tedium of a trader’s life, in the entry “lone- 


” 


some,” repeated over and over again. 


Similarly, from private diaries and jour- 
nals, meticulously kept by private individ- 
uals for their own pleasure, one may glean 
a vast amount of significant historical mate- 
rial, ranging all the way from the personal 
and sentimental to accounts of overland 
journeys to California. For example, I have 
in my possession a typewritten copy of a 
journal kept by one Elias Daggy while 
traveling from Greencastle, Indiana, to 
California in 1852. The present owner 
would not part with the original, but 
permitted its copying. Another such pri- 
vately kept California journal is carefully 
preserved in the Hutchinson Historical 
Society museum at Hutchinson. 


Account books throw a clear white light 
upon changes in economic conditions. A 
history professor in one of the St. Paul 
colleges, some years ago, while going over 
some things belonging to his mother, ran 
across a household account book kept by 
her in the eighties. The careful housewife 
had jotted down daily the prices she had 
paid for her purchases, and the historian 
developed a very interesting study of chang- 
ing economic conditions by comparing the 
earlier prices with current values. 


Business account books, of course, were 
kept everywhere. The fur trader, the mer- 
chant, the country storekeeper, the butcher, 
the hardware man, the doctor, and the law- 
yer all kept records of some sort, and these, 
if preserved, vividly reflect the life of the 
time. From Henry H. Sibley’s account 
books, supplemented by his voluminous 
correspondence, for instance, the student 
can get a clear understanding of the scope 
and importance of the Minnesota business 
of the American Fur Company in pre- 
territorial days, because Sibley’s papers are 
preserved for posterity in the State Histori- 
cal Society. An article by Dr. Rodney C. 
Loehr in the September 1948 issue of Min- 
nesota History, entitled “Jason C. Easton, 
Territorial Banker,’ shows some of the 
possibilities for studies for particular com- 
munities, based upon personal and business 
papers. Easton was a banker and business 
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man in Chatfield, Minnesota, in pioneer 
days, and his business correspondence and 
records, comprising thousands of items, 
are now filed in the Manuscript Division of 
the Minnesota Historical Society. 

One can scarcely emphasize too strongly 
the importance of private correspondence for 
historical purposes. In by-gone days, when 
communication facilities were limited, peo- 
ple wrote longer and more detailed accounts 
of their activities to their relatives and 
friends. Among the letters in the corre- 
spondence of Samuel and Gideon Pond is a 
description of the region between Fort 
Snelling and Lake Calhoun as they knew 
it in the middle thirties, accompanied by a 
small sketch showing the Indian trails and 
the road from the Fort to the Falls of St. 
Anthony, probably the first map of the 
future city of Minneapolis. What a calamity 
if such an historical document had been 
destroyed! 

In an earlier letter, addressed to his 
brother Gideon, written from Galena, Illi- 
nois on December 3, 1833, Samuel Pond 


- gave one of the most interesting descriptions 


of river travel that I have ever been privi- 
leged to read. At the risk of being a bit 
lengthy, I should like to abstract and quote 
from it as an example of the historical value 
of private correspondence. After telling of 
his trip west from New York to Pittsburgh, 
via Philadelphia, Pond continues: 

“There are two ways of traveling on the 
boat deck & cabin cabin passage costs 3 
times as much as deck passage I came on 
deck as a man who was moving lent me a 
blanket I came as well that way as any 
deck passengers find their own provisions 
which they can do at little exp(ence) and 
help take in wood which is good exercise. 
. . . The fare when I came on deck was 8 
dollar from Pitts to St. Louis cabin 24 
from there here 5 & 15 . . . It may be well 
for you not to engage to go a great ways 
on one boat. for instance if you should take 
passage on a boat from Pittsburg to St. 
Louis the boat might be detained 2 or 3 
days at Cincinnati and other boats might 
be ready to start immediately on your 
arrival your passage being payd you would 
be obliged to wait. the same might happen 
at other places. You might take passage 
from Pitts to Cincinnati from there to 
Louisville & thence to St. Louis.” To one 


familiar with the practices of independent 
steamboat captains in the thirties there is a 
world of history in the sections of the 
letter just quoted. Deck passage, “wooding 
up,” and delays en route, all have their sig- 
nificance in the history of steamboat trans- 
portation. Pond took these things as a 
matter of course, but what passenger on a 
through train of today, fidgeting over a few 
minutes’ operating delay, would tolerate 
for a moment, the “2 or 3 days” enforced 
stop-over, let alone being forced to turn out 
at any hour of day or night to help procure 
fuel for the locomotive? 


With the establishment of Minnesota 
early in 1849, the period of newspapers be- 
gins for our area. On April 28, 1849, that 
vigorous and able editor, James M. Good- 
hue, issued the first number of his paper, 
the Minnesota Pioneer, from the territorial 
capital, St. Paul. From that time onward 
the newspapers became a very vital source 
for local contemporary information. As 
settlement progressed and townsites were 
developed, editors moved with the tide, set 
up their hand presses, and began the pub- 
lication of community papers. The towns 
were so small that subscriptions simply 
could not support the editor and his news- 
papers, and public printing was the one 
thing that made life possible. The columns 
are filled with appeals to subscribers to 
“pay up,” if not with money, then with 
wood, produce, or almost any commodity. 
Most of these papers were highly partizan, 
and it was the bounden duty of a good 
Whig, a Democrat, or a Republican to 
support his party paper. A town scarcely 
able to keep one paper alive, during a cam- 
paign period frequently had a 
Republican and a Democrat 
being published, and the mortality was 
very great. 

These editors, however, apart from party 
politics, were essentially community boost- 
ers, and their descriptions of their towns 
and counties give a graphic picture of the 
settlement of the Territory. Most of them 
had extensive exchange lists, and their 
articles, deliberately prepared for non-Min- 
nesota consumption, were widely reprinted 
in Eastern newspapers. Persons planning 
emigration to the West read these accounts, 
and the publicity brought thousands of new 
settlers to Minnesota. 
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Since people, once located in a new 
community, were too busy as a rule to 
move about very much, information con- 
cerning developments in other towns and 
counties was warmly welcomed by news- 
paper readers, and editors printed countless 
columns of townsites promotion and travel 
letters. An individual who made even a 
short trip was likely to write a letter to 
his local paper about his experiences. The 
editors themselves often left their “sanc- 
tums” for short trips through the country- 
side, as for example when George Bowman 
of the St. Anthony Express made a quick 
jaunt to Stillwater by team over a newly 
opened road in July, 1852. Some of these 
trips, however, were real expeditions like 
the one made by James M. Goodhue of the 
Minnesota Pioneer in July 1850 as a member 
of a special group which chartered the 
steamboat Yankee for an excursion up the 
Minnesota River as far as the mouth of the 
Cottonwood. All such trips were duly 
chronicled in the papers. 


Newspapers, therefore, are a fundamental 
source of information for the researcher, 
and libraries should make concerted efforts 
to build up and maintain complete collec- 
tions for their communities and areas. News- 
paper publishers in general are extremely 
cooperative in such projects. Many of them 
have office files which they would be will- 
ing to transfer to a neighboring institution 
equipped to care for them. It must be ad- 
mitted that bound newspaper volumes pre- 
sent some problems for the librarian. They 
are heavy and bulky, requiring special 
stacks or shelving, and the papers must be 
used under supervision because of their 
brittleness. Rebinding is difficult. Deteri- 
oration of the wood pulp papers, too, is 
fairly rapid, and the files should be kept 
away from exposure to light when not in 
use. 

To meet these difficulties, many institu- 
tions, including the Minnesota Historical 
Society, have turned to microfilming, and 
certain of the Twin City and State dailies 
even offer a micro-film edition to subscrib- 
ers. A four inch reel of 35 millimeter film 
then takes the place of an 18 by 22 inch 
volume weighting several pounds. Such a 
reel, containing one hundred feet of film, 
with up to a thousand exposures, will ac- 
commodate anywhere from one to six 


VS 


months’ issues of a daily paper, depending 
upon the number of pages per issue. A 
single filing cabinet will house some hun- 
dreds of such reels. By the use of a not too 
expensive “reader” the pages, reduced in 
photographing to about one square inch, 
are magnified for the user to approximately 
normal size. Such “readers” will soon be 
normal equipment for a modern library. 


Unfortunately at the present time micro- 
filming is not an inexpensive process. The 
camera for newspaper copying costs about 
$4,000, and the “reader” from $400 to $600. 
Positive films, exclusive of the cost of mak- 
ing the original negatives, average about 
$7.50 per hundred feet. The Historical So- 
ciety’s machine has been in operation for a 
little less than six months, and we are not 
yet in a position to supply any appreciable 
number of films to libraries, but we hope 
eventually to put our entire newspaper col- 
lection of more than 24,000 volumes, from 
1849 down to date, on film. Once the nega- 
tives have been made, any number of posi- 
tive film prints can be reproduced from 
them. By the beginning of 1949 we hope 
to have negatives and a few positives of 
some of the earliest territorial newspapers 
available for distribution at substantially 
cost price. 


It is not necessary to remind an audience 
of librarians of the importance and signifi- 
cance of the normal printed materials such 
as books and pamphlets. Most of you have 
already received the announcement of lists 
of suggested readings and topics on Minne- 
sota History from the Minnesota Terri- 
torial Centennial Committee. Among the 
lists are: 

1. Library Materials on Minnesota 
(Prepared jointly by the State De- 
partment of Education and the 
Centennial Committee) 

2. Minnesota before Statehood: Topics 
and Reading References in Minne- 
sota History to 1858. 

3. Elementary School Guide for the 
Study of Minnesota: A Handbook 
for Teachers in Grades One through 
Six. 

4. Minnesota History: Suggested Units 
for Senior High School Social 
Studies. 
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5. Minnesota in American and World 
History: A Correlated Teaching 
Outline for Senior High School 
Social Studies. 


6. Minnesota’s Birthday Parade 
(A Pageant Script for Elementary 
Schools). 


7. Minnesota Hail to Thee 
(Pageant Script for high schools). 


These pamphlets may be secured at nomi- 
nal cost by addressing the Minnesota Ter- 
ritorial Centennial Committee, Historical 
Building, St. Paul 1, Minnesota. 


Other printed materials of perhaps less 
obvious historical value, however, might be 
mentioned in passing. For example, mail 
order company catalogs supply a vast 
amount of information upon social and 
economic life at a given date. Some years 
ago the Minnesota Historical Society re- 
ceived a full set of the catalogs of G. Som- 
mers & Company, a St. Paul mail order 
house, and from them the writer was able 
to produce a Christmas shopping story for 
a specific year in the middle nineties. Some 
of you may recall that an interesting book, 
based upon Sear-Roebuck catalogs, appeared 
a couple of years ago. 

Theatrical handbills of the style formerly 
distributed about the streets upon the ap- 
pearance of a company in a town, together 
with the programs for such performances 
and concert programs of various sorts, are 
useful for the study of the cultural life of a 
community. The Historical Society collec- 
tion of such handbills has been of great 
service to a number of students in that field. 

Pictures, particularly non-portraits, offer 
still another valuable source of historical 
information, aside from their significance as 
illustrative material. A thoroughly identi- 
fied and dated photograph, daguerreotype 
or ambrotype, will give exact evidence upon 
any number of subjects. Buildings, business 
concerns, transportation, street conditions, 
costumes and many other topics can be 
studied in detail from photographs. An 
analytical picture index, developed at the 
Historical Society some years ago, averaged 
better than six subject headings per picture 
and occasionally ran as high as fifty entries 
for a single complex photograph. A librar- 
ian, therefore, planning for the historical 
needs of a community, should certainly 
include in her thinking a well titled, well 


arranged, well indexed collection of com- 
munity and regional views, supplemented 
by portrait photos of the builders of the 
town and county. The views should be so 
selected as to show the changes and develop- 
ment of the area from its beginning to the 
present time, as a vital record for posterity. 


Enough has been said to indicate that 
materials for the study of community his- 
tory cover a wide variety of fields within 
the collecting scope of a library. The modern 
historian is voracious in his demands and 
uses, or should use, all available types of 
sources. Obviously no one library can hope 
to satisfy all these needs, and judicious 
selection is necessary. Judgments upon the 
historical value of given materials will 
naturally vary, but if errors are made, the 
principle of “leaning over backwards” 
should apply. Inter-library comity, too, will 
come into play, and material not usable in 
one place can be referred to another more 
suitable one. The Minnesota Historical 
Society is always glad to give advice and 
assistance upon such matters, and to make 
suggestions as to handling and preservation. 


Fundamental to the question of the recog- 
nition and preservation of local historical 
materials is a working knowledge of Min- 
nesota history. If Dr. William Watts Fol- 
well’s four volume History of Minnesota 
is available in your library, it is infinitely 
well worth studying. Dr. Theodore C. 
Blegen’s one volume work, Building Minne- 
sota, is very useful for such a purpose. The 
Society’s quarterly magazine, Minnesota 
History, is full of useful articles written by 
competent scholars over a period of more 
than thirty years. Footnotes to the articles 
and indexed notes in the “News and Com- 
ment” section offer innumerable suggestions 
as to available source material. For the 
philosophy and technic of community his- 
tory, I urge a careful perusal of Dr. Blegen’s 
book, Grass Roots History. It will serve as 
a sound guide in the appraisal and selection 
of material, while giving one the “feel” 
and fascination of local history work. 

History is a continuing thing, of the past 
but of the present as well, for today’s occur- 
rences are technically rated as history to- 
morrow. Collections should be made with 
that in mind. As events transpire in the 
community, secure the records of them 
for tomorrow’s historian. 
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Since people, once located in a new 
community, were too busy as a rule to 
move about very much, information con- 
cerning developments in other towns and 
counties was warmly welcomed by news- 
paper readers, and editors printed countless 
columns of townsites promotion and travel 
letters. An individual who made even a 
short trip was likely to write a letter to 
his local paper about his experiences. The 
editors themselves often left their “sanc- 
tums” for short trips through the country- 
side, as for example when George Bowman 
of the St. Anthony Express made a quick 
jaunt to Stillwater by team over a newly 
opened road in July, 1852. Some of these 
trips, however, were real expeditions like 
the one made by James M. Goodhue of the 
Minnesota Pioneer in July 1850 as a member 
of a special group which chartered the 
steamboat Yankee for an excursion up the 
Minnesota River as far as the mouth of the 
Cottonwood. All such trips were duly 
chronicled in the papers. 


Newspapers, therefore, are a fundamental 
source of information for the researcher, 
and libraries should make concerted efforts 
to build up and maintain complete collec- 
tions for their communities and areas. News- 
paper publishers in general are extremely 
cooperative in such projects. Many of them 
have office files which they would be will- 
ing to transfer to a neighboring institution 
equipped to care for them. It must be ad- 
mitted that bound newspaper volumes pre- 
sent some problems for the librarian. They 
are heavy and bulky, requiring special 
stacks or shelving, and the papers must be 
used under supervision because of their 
brittleness. Rebinding is difficult. Deteri- 
oration of the wood pulp papers, too, is 
fairly rapid, and the files should be kept 
away from exposure to light when not in 
use. 

To meet these difficulties, many institu- 
tions, including the Minnesota Historical 
Society, have turned to microfilming, and 
certain of the Twin City and State dailies 
even offer a micro-film edition to subscrib- 
ers. A four inch reel of 35 millimeter film 
then takes the place of an 18 by 22 inch 
volume weighting several pounds. Such a 
reel, containing one hundred feet of film, 
with up to a thousand exposures, will ac- 
commodate anywhere from one to six 


months’ issues of a daily paper, depending 
upon the number of pages per issue. A 
single filing cabinet will house some hun- 
dreds of such reels. By the use of a not too 
expensive “reader” the pages, reduced in 
photographing to about one square inch, 
are magnified for the user to approximately 
normal size. Such “readers” will soon be 
normal equipment for a modern library. 
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$4,000, and the “reader” from $400 to $600. 
Positive films, exclusive of the cost of mak- 
ing the original negatives, average about 
$7.50 per hundred feet. The Historical So- 
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little less than six months, and we are not 
yet in a position to supply any appreciable 
number of films to libraries, but we hope 
eventually to put our entire newspaper col- 
lection of more than 24,000 volumes, from 
1849 down to date, on film. Once the nega- 
tives have been made, any number of posi- 
tive film prints can be reproduced from 
them. By the beginning of 1949 we hope 
to have negatives and a few positives of 
some of the earliest territorial newspapers 
available for distribution at substantially 
cost price. 


It is not necessary to remind an audience 
of librarians of the importance and signifi- 
cance of the normal printed materials such 
as books and pamphlets. Most of you have 
already received the announcement of lists 
of suggested readings and topics on Minne- 
sota History from the Minnesota Terri- 
torial Centennial Committee. Among the 
lists are: 

1. Library Materials on Minnesota 
(Prepared jointly by the State De- 
partment of Education and the 
Centennial Committee) 

2. Minnesota before Statehood: Topics 
and Reading References in Minne- 
sota History to 1858. 
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5. Minnesota in American and World 
History: A Correlated Teaching 
Outline for Senior High School 
Social Studies. 


6. Minnesota’s Birthday Parade 
(A Pageant Script for Elementary 
Schools ). 


7. Minnesota Hail to Thee 
(Pageant Script for high schools). 


These pamphlets may be secured at nomi- 
nal cost by addressing the Minnesota Ter- 
ritorial Centennial Committee, Historical 
Building, St. Paul 1, Minnesota. 

Other printed materials of perhaps less 
obvious historical value, however, might be 
mentioned in passing. For example, mail 
order company catalogs supply a_ vast 
amount of information upon social and 
economic life at a given date. Some years 
ago the Minnesota Historical Society re- 
ceived a full set of the catalogs of G. Som- 
mers & Company, a St. Paul mail order 
house, and from them the writer was able 
to produce a Christmas shopping story for 
a specific year in the middle nineties. Some 
of you may recall that an interesting book, 
based upon Sear-Roebuck catalogs, appeared 
a couple of years ago. | 

Theatrical handbills of the style formerly 
distributed about the streets upon the ap- 
pearance of a company in a town, together 
with the programs for such performances 
and concert programs of various sorts, are 
useful for the study of the cultural life of a 
community. The Historical Society collec- 
tion of such handbills has been of great 
service to a number of students in that field. 

Pictures, particularly non-portraits, offer 
still another valuable source of historical 
information, aside from their significance as 
illustrative material. A thoroughly identi- 
fied and dated photograph, daguerreotype 
or ambrotype, will give exact evidence upon 
any number of subjects. Buildings, business 
concerns, transportation, street conditions, 
costumes and many other topics can be 
studied in detail from photographs. An 
analytical picture index, developed at the 
Historical Society some years ago, averaged 
better than six subject headings per picture 
and occasionally ran as high as fifty entries 
for a single complex photograph. A librar- 
ian, therefore, planning for the historical 
needs of a community, should certainly 
include in her thinking a well titled, well 


arranged, well indexed collection of com- 
munity and regional views, supplemented 
by portrait photos of the builders of the 
town and county. The views should be so 
selected as to show the changes and develop- 
ment of the area from its beginning to the 
present time, as a vital record for posterity. 


Enough has been said to indicate that 
materials for the study of community his- 
tory cover a wide variety of fields within 
the collecting scope of a library. The modern 
historian is voracious in his demands and 
uses, or should use, all available types of 
sources. Obviously no one library can hope 
to satisfy all these needs, and judicious 
selection is necessary. Judgments upon the 
historical value of given materials will 
naturally vary, but if errors are made, the 
principle of “leaning over backwards” 
should apply. Inter-library comity, too, will 
come into play, and material not usable in 
one place can be referred to another more 
suitable one. The Minnesota Historical 
Society is always glad to give advice and 
assistance upon such matters, and to make 
suggestions as to handling and preservation. 


Fundamental to the question of the recog- 
nition and preservation of local historical 
materials is a working knowledge of Min- 
nesota history. If Dr. William Watts Fol- 
well’s four volume History of Minnesota 
is available in your library, it is infinitely 
well worth studying. Dr. Theodore C. 
Blegen’s one volume work, Building Minne- 
sota, is very useful for such a purpose. The 
Society’s quarterly magazine, Minnesota 
History, is full of useful articles written by 
competent scholars over a period of more 
than thirty years. Footnotes to the articles 
and indexed notes in the “News and Com- 
ment” section offer innumerable suggestions 
as to available source material. For the 
philosophy and technic of community his- 
tory, I urge a careful perusal of Dr. Blegen’s 
book, Grass Roots History. It will serve as 
a sound guide in the appraisal and selection 
of material, while giving one the “feel” 
and fascination of local history work. 

History is a continuing thing, of the past 
but of the present as well, for today’s occur- 
rences are technically rated as history to- 
morrow. Coliections should be made with 
that in mind. As events transpire in the 
community, secure the records of them 
for tomorrow’s historian. 
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The year 1949 is, of course, the centennial 
of the establishment of Minnesota Terri- 
tory, but the work of building Minnesota 
is going forward day by day. The pioneers 
of 1849 had their problems of home build- 
ing and wresting a living from the wilder- 
ness. But pioneering has been going on 
from that day to this, as settlement has 
progressed. There are plenty of persons 
today in some sections of our state who are 
pioneering under much the same conditions 
as their predecessors of a century ago. 

Thus every community in the State of 





Minnesota, be it young or old, has its story 
to record, whether it be Indian fighting in 
the sixties or the successful growing of a 
new type of crop, the clearing of the forest 
and the breaking of virgin prairie or the 
conquest of erosion by conservation meth- 
ods. All should feel themselves a part of 
the Centennial movement, and participate 
in its observance. 

The librarian has a wonderful oppor- 
tunity for community services as the keeper 
of the records for this long story of the 
making of Minnesota. 





Trustees Will Be Hanored Again 


The nominations for citation of Trustees must be in not later than May 1, 
1949, and preferably earlier. Mrs. A. J. Quigley, the new Chairman of the 
A.L.A. Jury on Citation of Trustees announces that the Committee wishes 
recommendations for the annual citation of Trustees for the year 1948-49. 
These recommendations, with supporting evidence, should be sent to Jury on 
Citation of Trustees, A.L.A. Headquarters, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 
(11), Illinois. 


After a trial period of three years, upon the recommendation of the Jury 
on the Citation of Trustees, the A.L.A. Council at its meeting on October 13, 
1944, unanimously voted to continue the annual citations. 


Those who may send in names to be considered are: Library Boards, 
Individual Library Trustees, State Library Extension Agencies, State Library 
Associations or the A.L.A. Trustees Division. 


The work of Trustees of large and small libraries to state and national 
library activities as well as service to the local library are given equal study and 
consideration. 


The only limitation put upon those to be nominated is that each Trustee 
must be in actual service at least part of the calendar year preceding the 
conference at which awards are made. 


Since the first citations were presented at the Boston Conference in 1942, 
two have been awarded each year. In 1948, Emma V. Baldwin, a trustee of 
the Free Public Library of Denville Township in New Jersey and Thomas J. 
Porro, president of the board of the public library in Tacoma, Washington, 
were cited for their meritorious service as Trustees. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS, 1948 
SUMMARY 
BOOK g 
CoLLeettons | CIRCULATION EXPENDITURES 
Number Per 
POPULATION DIVISIONS | of Li- | Population Capita 
braries| Served Expend-| Total |Expend- 
Number of} Vol- | Number | Circu-} Books, itures | Operating | itures 
Volumes | umes of lation Peri- Books, | Expenses | Per 
in Per | Volumes | Per odicals, | Peri- Capita 
Libraries | Capita} Loaned | Capita] Binding | odicals, 
Public Libraries: Binding 
Serving over 50,000 population. 3 881,171 | 1,445,195 1.64 | 3,967,490 4.5 $164,042 -19 {$1,415,431 1.61 
Serving 10,000-50,000 population} 12 | 197,075 | ‘432,250 | 2.19 | 1,113,144 | 5.6 | 52,331 | 27 350 | 1.27 
Serving 5,000-10,000 population} 24 | 167,052 | 353,087} 2.11 | 911,304] 5.4 | 42345| 125 | 193,388] 1.16 
Serving 2,500-5,000 population.| 31 | 101,749 | 234,682 | 2.30| 462,122] 4.5 19,848 | 20 | 81,060} —_-80 
Serving 1,000-2,500 population.| 58 | 94,517] 293,516 | 3.10 |° 435,934] 4.6 | 25,144] (27 | 99,605 | 1.05 
Serving less than 1,000 pop’n...| 24 17,954 | 178,029 | 9.91] 110,909] 6.1 6,238 | .35 | 21,022] 1.17 
Giving county service (24)..... 71 364,183 249,406 |....... 1,083,306 |....... SE5ES 1... 00 162,343 |....... 
Association Libraries......... 43 | 23,204] 73,585 |... MRE Rae anette 8,968 | 39 
State Institution Libraries. .... 19 2 66,060 |....... ease i....... <i er | ee 
On the basis of population served|...... . 1,846,905 | 3,404,810 | 1.80 | 8,528,813 4.6 354,277 19 | 2,257,473 1.22 
On the basis of total population.|....... 2,792,300* | 3,404,810 | 1.19 | 8,528,813 | 3.0 354. 13 =| 2,257,473 81 
Number of Libraries 
Public libraries maintained by tax support or public funds...0..00.0.00000.0.0.00000. 159 
Public libraries maintained by Associations..........0......0...00c0ccccccseecesssteseeteteseeeeen 43 
ie IG TI ss iseeisiertscrrcsssnsisirsvanivmnannoecnienicninaneapitiaababiiliaieaiats 19 
MI scisnsincaisersnscsetitenseaheibelaaeinitheldaaanaptacnesicenadiaatcaaiaiaial in aan eed ee 221 
With Public Library Service 
Population of Minnesota (87 coumtics)....................::.ccccsseccssesessscnssssonessosessnoenssass 2,792,300° 
Phemppeentinmn corre Dp em, TI iiss ss ccc scdenecenccsncbesnsnensonnnnns 1,459,518 
Population served through county service..................cccccseeseseessneeseseseeneeeeenceeenees 364,183 
Population served by Association [hwasies....................2...c-:cccsessccssessscccssnnssssscess 23,204 
|e ,__. & ENON RENN Hoe DEE: Yn Han 1,846,905 
Without Public Library Service 
IO. csscsnnivsivsicsinsaiicsaisiusan piles dienes teal anelataiesitealeaabtaaacain Galan 3,511 
IE sispissrsiensensiacsicisisicssnstesseceliieleeiapiubinislihdaubamegs aaa ecmaoannoma anaes 941,884 
Be | L , _  ' , 4 Senn ean Nor aEENTD Se TT 945,395 





1Qrganized as county libraries. In addition 17 public libraries give countywide service. These are included in the public library 


population groups listed above. 


Included previously in separate tables for towns and cities. 
Figure represents total population—not population with library service. 
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ASSOCIATION LIBRARY STATISTICS, 1948 
RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES 
PLACE Population | Book Stock | Circulation 
Village | Other Total Per Capita 
IE raiccnc mies barcesees 755 a all eee ml 75 30 188 25 
os 1241 1500 3138 | 450 49 443 36 
Se rere ee Se ee er reer SB RRR eevee: amen oni: Santen 
I 8 Soin, Shak aienps ore. brova 578! Sh; AEE an SPN nes) vier tart ah RUMNENE e aes TP anRaeber vere 
je eee 637! iy | Sd eee 48 36 .06 
I i arcace viosesipinioneceu kale 1927 4100 3800 360 52 395 21 
Chicago City............... 510 907 By Rent 60 125 25 
NN ee is ne doen Ree 398! (No| report rec'd) 
RE ekg. rg Se an os Gat 470 1057 4887 180 154 308 65 
NS CE 570 3600 |..... Sucee 100 18 100 18 
Oe re 1029 3000 Gh Rey ee. 150 150 15 
rere 1150 4530 6254 120 350 398 35 
2 CB a Svedarvan wen eacs 660! et EPR ee Se ie Ak ap 48 .08 
ae a ne nea , | 935! SERS! Se Pie Pe 5 15 01 
BE Gn cs arcadia nee codleornenees 961 2204 4086 1073 300 1016 1.06 
ere rere 1271 1060 659 239 17 195 15 
AES See ewe | 984! (No} report rec'd) 
Grand Meadow 700 1588 | 2498 1173 359 1081 1.54 
Hancock...... 827 1287 | 1600 157 36 167 .20 
Harmony............ 890 1400 1252 50 393 402 45 
Hayfield Et ae ae 447 ee 4 5 01 
Hector 1044 4787 8695 900 110 976 -93 
ON rere 9481 (Inactive) | 
Hills. .. IF 450 1550 1463 9 5 72 16 
ME a se caweewn 880! 560 500 _- tl Ree ; SS See ee 
Lanesboro.......... See ode 1100 3910 2618 ; : 478 257 .23 
NE os a radruinioreng-ernae- dues 1232 2497 6743 394 46 531 43 
eS oss hoa scormealesiets 741 2164 1881 150 59 209 .28 
NE ical ae Sibiacin Sa Sais eae 311! (No| report rec'd) 
0 eee eae 903! (Inactive) |...... Bs dss & BA dois Ee BORE Ae is Ck sicen an OR wee eee 
en eee 1429 3167 5000 | 600 79 449 31 
EN Sab ah an cogs 1627! 1075 2825 | 0 115 70 .04 
SE ere 251 2900 2673 | ca cbonamaaes 224 256 1.02 
MOO BONE DONS s vi5cca ce ecdecsecl 771! 2802 795 eee 48 .06 
RE oe rie Sh tain Gre chika ct 1534! 3490 2800 225 SRE eee Speers ree 
Ce a Cheol ees yy 331 1600 1040 45 123 56 AF 
RC pnt 261! (No} report rec'd) 
ES oo. xd wsrerin neo fg 518 2888 1089 290 6 230 44 
SR 5.2, cect chic neil 1020 3000 Gg, oad. 12 150 15 
Ns oe andes cal 106! 1000 | | ECE REN cio Uae: a) Ree ne, 
ERS Es eee ee dl 1315 2000 2732 240 120 431 33 
West Concord........ } 744! 1563 a en 104 85 Ae | 
ee eee 8711 3000 1879 | ee Seas: 75 .09 
a ie ee ne 36,159 73,585 79,863 | 7,076 3,531 8,968 25 
23,204? .39 
LOOKING OVER THE MAP 
6 Counties With No Legally Established Public Libraries 
Carver Grant Red Lake 
Clearwater Mahnomen Sibley 
23 Counties With Only One Library, Either a Legal Public Library 
or an Association Library 
Becker Freeborn Mahnomen?® Scott 
Cass Grant® Marshall Sherburne 
Clay Hubbard Meeker Traverse 
Clearwater® Jackson Norman Wadena 
Cook Kittson Pope Wilkin 
Douglas Lake of the Woods Roseau 
1Because of low per capita expenditures this figure is not included for population served. 
*Population served. 
*Association Libraries. 
4See table on county library service: 
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18 MINNESOTA LIBRARIES 
RURAL SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICE, 1948 
RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES 
Number] Number 
COUNTY CONTRACTING Book of of Circu- 
LIBRARY Stock | Pupils | Schools | lation Income Salaries 
Income | _ Per Books or Total 
Pupil Services 

NN, adic onan Detroit Lakes Pub. Lib...} 11,376 |........ 101 8,560 i | % eee: 1,008 477 1,567 
Beltrami Bemidji Pub. Lib........ 2,821 1,160 44 | 10,721 704 61 499 100 805 
Big Stone......... Ortonville Pub. Lib...... No re|port recei|ved 
Blue Earth........ Blue Earth County Lib...| 3,430 1,140 *54 | *51,339 1,158 7 eee Leanne re oereee 
SE Moorhead Pub. Lib......| 5,640 695 5 pee? 1,203 1.73 704 500 1,203 
Fanbault......... pa SON OE Ee ee Pere SS Ae See) Sei See, Serene 
Freeborn.......... {Albert Lea Pub. Lib..... 5,231 1,288 80 | 24,560 2,349 1.82 1,649 160 1,975 

\ Austin Public Library....]........]........ __ 2 REET SECRERS SAE, SRC Apres, or eee aie 
Goodhue.......... Red Wing Pub. Lib...... 1,289 522 40 5,780 606 1.16 524 55 606 
Hennepin......... Hennepin County Lib....|........]........ 66 | 55,362 ee See ere ee 
Hubbard.......... Co. Superintendent. ..... SS are 31 4,850 ee 375 45 424 
Koochiching...... International Falls P. L.| 4,779 |........ 8 | 29,684 Re EM), Roamans, Semper en 
Lake of the Woods} Co. Superintendent...... No re} port recei|ved 
SS ee Py Marshall-Lyon Co. Lib...|........ 331 21 6,887 724 8) ee See SeRnente 
| Martin County Library. . 7,543 1,325 *70 | *54,036 1,713 1.29 + ae 348 
MOK. é:6:60006a0 Austin Public Library....| 3,456 974 60 8,160 974 1.00 731 244 974 
| Pee Worthington Pub. Lib... No re|port recei| ved 
Pennington....... Thief River Falls P. L....} 4,260 833 37 | 13,687 370 44 | Sere 370 
PRA Crookston Pub. Lib...... 3,596 892 68 6,938 793 .89 129 500 633 
SO Ramsey County Library..| 23,213 |........]........ 74,199 | ee Bee Sey ey. eee 
Red Lake......... Co. Superintendent...... gl ee | ae .  \ ae 3 Serre. eee 
RS Faribault Pub. Lib...... 1,686 385 27 8,727 457 1.19 403 54 457 
Mg scice wirwraes Co. Superintendent. ..... No re|port recei| ved 
Sherburne......... St. Cloud Pub. Lib...... 292 213 11 4,591 179 84 150 22 172 
Stearns........... Stearns Co. Library...... 5,491 1,660 86 | 36,535 1,005 [| eee Spee: Saree 
Waseca........... Waseca County Library..| 1,380 |........ 58 | 13,691 SR eee aes. See 
Washington....... Washington County Lib.. 4,743 1,561 30 | 35,739 1,180 , 4 Seeeee eee Serres 
Watonwan........ Watonwan County Lib... 1,914 695 39 | 14,814 702 2; SA, Fe ees re Ate 

*Includes two graded elementary and secondary schools. 
e 





August 





5 (8 weeks). 


Summer Library School 





University of Minnesota Division of Library Instruction, June 13 to 


Courses will be offered on: History of Publishing, School Library Prob- 
lems, Library Practices, Reference II, The Literature and Bibliography of 
Education, Reading Guidance, Reading Guidance for Children, Library Mate- 
rials in the School’s Instructional Program, Theory of Bibliography, Catalog- 
ing and Classification, and Special Problems. 


University of Wisconsin Library School, June 27 to August 19 (8 weeks). 


Information and application blanks may be secured from the Director, 
Library School, University of Wisconsin, 811 State Street, Madison 5, Wiscon- 
sin. Applications should be made in advance, not later than June 1, if 
possible. 














Minnesota Library Association Activities 


GLENN M. Lewis, President 


Since this is a legislative year, the Execu- 
tive Board of the Minnesota Library Asso- 
ciation is at present concentrating its efforts 
and resources on new legislation for the 
benefit of the State at large, and the Library 
Division, State Department of Education. 

The first of these measures referred to 
above would make possible a survey of pub- 
lic library facilities and needs throughout 
Minnesota. For this: purpose, the Legisla- 
ture is asked to appropriate $25,000 for the 
biennium. 

Another measure asks for funds for the 
addition to the staff of the Library Division 
of both clerical help and a trained librarian 
for field work. Other money is requested 
for books and supplies for the Division. 
For the two year period, the total amount 
necessary is $32,000. Considering the 
breadth of the work of this library agency, 
the sum is not unreasonably large. 

A third bill requires that copies of official 
documents originating in cities, villages, or 
school districts be sent to the Minnesota 
Historical Society, the University of Minne- 
sota Library, and to the county or other 
local library concerned. 

In order that the public might be in- 
formed about the legislative program, and 
that proper information reach our legis- 
lators, at a recent meeting the Executive 
Board appointed a public relations expert 
for the duration of the Legislature. Mr. 
Earl Jenckes comes to the aid of the Minne- 
sota Library Association, with highest 
recommendation from organizations with 
which he has worked. Already several im- 
portant steps to further the program have 
been taken with gratifying results. 

There is still opportunity, however, for 
every member of M.L.A. to help. A letter 
recently sent out by David R. Watkins, 
Librarian of St. Thomas College, St. Paul, 
who is chairman of our legislative commit- 
tee, outlines the legislation and indicates 
how librarians throughout Minnesota may 
support it. 


In the national scene, the Board has con- 
cerned itself with the support of the Library 
Demonstration Bill which will provide 
Federal funds for demonstrations of ade- 
quate library service to people in rural areas 
now without it, or inadequately served. 
Members who attended the Midwinter Con- 
ference of A.L.A. were glad to learn that 
Minnesota was well in advance of other 
states in winning approval of this bill from 
Senate and House members from Minne- 
sota. 

The eleven state regional A.L.A. meeting 
September 2-5 at Fort Collins, Colorado is 
also a subject for discussion at Executive 
Board meetings. Notices from Fort Collins 
will go out to members early in March, 
1949. Since 1949 is an experimental year 
for A.L.A. on a regional basis, as an asso- 
ciation we intend to do everything in our 
power to make the Fort Collins program a 
success. As fast as information comes to us 
from the Regional Conference Planning 
Committee, we shall relay it to our member- 
ship. Everything indicates an inexpensive 
conference with college dormitory accom- 
modations and meals on the campus. An 
entire day will be devoted to recreational 
purposes. Members of M.L.A. have been 
recently polled to find out if they prefer a 
local meeting in addition to the regional 
one. On the basis of replies, it is evident 
that a large majority prefer such a meeting. 
Arrangements are already underway for an 
annual meeting on Saturday, October 1, 
1949 in St. Paul at the Lowry Hotel. 


Last year five district meetings in the 
State were financed and carried out by the 
Minnesota Library Association; a similar 
group will be scheduled this year. Mrs. 
Agatha Klein, on the staff of the University 
of Minnesota and Vice President of the 
Minnesota Library Association, has charge 
of the details of organization. Besides St. 
Paul for the Twin City meeting, St. Peter, 
Sauk Centre, Crookston, and probably In- 
ternational Falls will be the district centers. 








Magazines For School Libraries 


RutH Erstep 


State Supervisor of School Libraries 


A generous collection of magazines is of 
strategic importance to all school libraries. 
The basis on which the teachers and the 
librarian should make a selection of appro- 
priate titles is dependent upon many factors 
such as the needs of the curriculum, the 
interests (both known and potential) of 
individual students, and the availability of 
magazines in homes and other libraries in 
the community. 

The American Association of School Li- 
brarians in its national standards recom- 
mends the following as a minimum program 
for magazine subscriptions: 

“An elementary school with an enroll- 
ment of two hundred—1o to 15 maga- 
zines. A high school with an enrollment 
of two hundred—15 to 25 magazines. As 
enrollment increases the number of sub- 
scriptions should be proportionately in- 
creased.”* 

Minnesota standards of 1945 call for a 
minimum expenditure of 15c to 20c per 
pupil, but with the increased price of most 
magazine subscriptions, these figures un- 
doubtedly need to be raised. 

The following list is presented only as an 
initial guide to Minnesota school librarians. 
It in no way represents a complete listing 
of all magazines having any value for 
schools, although an effort has been made 
to select those titles which have demon- 
strated their worth to young people. 

Not all libraries need the same magazines, 
and each library’s needs will differ from 
year to year. Probably the most frequent 
request for help with magazine subscrip- 
tions is for a “basic list.” Undoubtedly there 
are some magazines of more importance 
than others to school libraries, but their 
variable nature makes it necessary to re- 
construct any “basic” list at least once a year. 
Children’s magazines are among those 
changing most rapidly although some of 
the more special-interest periodicals are a 
close second. A change of editor, for in- 
stance, may alter the content of a periodical 
to such an extent that its cover alone re- 
mains recognizable. 


An additional word is needed about mag- 
azines for the elementary grades. There 
was a time, before well-written and beau- 
tifully illustrated books for children be- 
came so plentiful, when the best writing 
for young people was in the magazines. 
St. Nicholas and The American Boy are 
representative of this era. The present scene 
is very different, for today there is no 
children’s periodical outstanding enough to 
deserve a reputation of distinction. That 
does not mean, however, that many of the 
present publications will not be found use- 
ful and appealing to younger boys and 
girls. 

Titles which can be recommended today 
for first purchase in all school libraries are 
double-starred. It is doubtful if this limited 
group is adequate to meet the needs of any 
school, however small. A single star indi- 
cates a magazine considered of more value 
to school libraries than some of the others 
in that particular group. 


An Important Tool 

Laura Martin’s Magazines for School Li- 
braries, Wilson, 1947, $1.90, is recommen- 
ded to all schools as a guide to the selection 
and better use of periodical collections. 
The author, who has been surveying the 
magazine field for several years, has se- 
lected from a file of 700 titles about 250 
which she believes have value for school 
libraries. In addition to critical appraisals 
of individual titles for both the elementary 
and the secondary school levels, there is 
included a vast amount of supplementary 
material of inestimable value to teachers and 
librarians: a discussion on the comic maga- 
zine, contemporary studies of elementary 
magazines, magazines for high schools ar- 
ranged by subject groups, studies of maga- 
zine use in secondary schools, periodical 
indexes, learning to use magazines, and 
representative magazine units. The individ- 
ual appraisals include title, grade level, 
price, frequency, page size, pages of adver- 
tising, quality of paper and print, and vari- 
ous other pertinent items. We are indebted 


*School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow. A.L.A., 1945, pp. 22-23. 
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to Miss Martin for many annotations and 
for her critical judgment on all phases of 
this subject. 


Ordering Magazines 
All magazines for reference work should 
be ordered on a 12 month’s basis. Most 
schools will find it advantageous to order 
through an agency which acts as a jobber 
for all publishers. Some of the better known 
firms are: 
American News Company, 514 3rd Ave- 
nue N., Minneapolis 
F. W. Faxon Company, 83 Francis Street, 
Boston, Mass. 
Herman Goldberger Agency, 147 Essex 
Street, Boston, Mass. 
Hanson-Bennett Magazine Agency, 529 
S. Franklin St., Chicago 
St. Paul Book & Stationery Company, 55 
E. 6th St., St. Paul 1 


Magazines 
FOR ELEMENTARY GRADES 
m—monthly issue; grades are given in 
parenthesis. 

w—weekly issue. 

(R G)—Indexed in Readers’ Guide to 
Periodical Literature. 

(Abr. R G)—Indexed in Abridged 
Readers’ Guide to Periodical Liter- 
ature. 

*American Girl. m (5-8) $2.00 
Official organ of the Girl Scouts. Well- 
rounded contents. 

*American Junior Red Cross News. m 
(7 issues) (4-7) 50¢. Satisfying variety 
of articles and departments. 

*Boy’s Life. m (6-9) $2.50 
Official organ of the Boy Scouts of 
America. Includes many special de- 
partments. Poor format. 

*Jack and Jill. m (1-4) $2.50 
Widely varied in content. Frequently 
considered to be the most useful of 
the magazines for elementary school 
children. 

**Junior Scholastic. m (6-9) $1.50 Teach- 
er’s ed. go¢ Student’s ed. A valuabie 
magazine for current problems. Poor 
format. 

Open Road for Boys. m (6-9) $2.00 
Many special interest departments. 
Stories generally less desirable. 

**Story Parade. m (10 numbers) (3-8) 
$3.00 


Notable for its stories by the best 
authors writing for children. School 
supplements for teachers. 

*Wee Wisdom. m (1-4) $2.00 
Stories and articles have a social slant. 
Attractive format. 

FOR ALL GRADES 

Junior Natural History, Model Airplane 
News, National Geographic, Popular 
Mechanics and Popular Science are 
magazines of use to both children 
and young people. 


FOR HIGH SCHOOLS 


Art 
*American Artist. m $4.00 
“Critical appraisal valuable to the stu- 
dent of art.” Martin. Well-liked by 
both teachers and pupils. 

Magazine of Art. m (8 numbers) $6.00 
Text frequently difficult for high 
school boys and girls, but contains 
much well-illustrated material. (R G) 


Aviation 

*Aviation Week. w $5.00 
First choice for libraries able to sub- 
scribe to only one magazine in this 
area. (R G) 

Flying. m $3.00 
Well-liked by boys; wide range of 
material. (R G & Abr. R G) 

Model Airplane News. m $2.50 
For the boy or girl who wants to 
build. Useful in all grades. 


Current News 


Life. w $6.00 (Special school rate 
$4.50) es 
A popular pictorial magazine. (R G 
& Abr. R G) 


*Nation. w $6.00 
A magazine ably presenting the liberal 
point of view. Alternate subscriptions 
with New Republic are recommended 
for consideration of the schools with 
small budgets. (R G) 

*New Republic. w $6.00 
See note for the Nation. (R G) 

**Newsweek. w $6.50 (Special school 
rate $5.00) 
See note for Time. (R G & Abr. R G) 

Saturday Evening Post. w $6.00 

Contains popular fiction, but is prob- 
ably most useful as a source of good 
articles for the clipping file. (R G 
& Abr. R G) 








22 MINNESOTA LIBRARIES 





$6.50 (Special school rate 


**Time. w 
$5.00) 
Many departments present current 
news on a wide variety of subjects. 
Its occasional long articles are worthy 
of being clipped for the pamphlet file. 
Compare with Newsweek, which has 
a similar range. (R G & Abr. R G) 


*United Nations Bulletin. Semi-monthly. 
$3.00 
Published by the Department of Pub- 
lic Information to help provide a con- 
cise account of the activities of the 
United Nations and its specialized 
agencies. (R G) 


*U. S. News. w $5.00 
Valuable reference tool for current 


world events. (R G) 


Fiction and General Interest 
American Magazine. m $3.00 
Many well-known writers contribute 
stories and non-fiction. (R G & Abr. 
R G) 


*Atlantic Monthly. m $6.00 (1 year 

renewals received before expiration 
$5.00) 
Teachers and librarians must assume 
responsibility for directing boys and 
girls to quality magazines of this 
type. There is much here of value for 
senior high school English and social 
studies classes. (R G & Abr. R G) 


Collier’s. m $4.00 
Includes both fiction and general news 
articles in popular style. (R G) 

*Common Ground. 6 times a year. $2.00 
An outstanding Negro publication 
comparable to Harpers. 

*Coronet. m $3.00 
Notable for both fiction and non- 
fiction; attractive format. 

**Harper’s Magazine. m_ $5.00 
See note for Atlantic Monthly. The 
smaller school may wish to alternate 
subscriptions to these two. (R G & 
Abr. R G) 

**Magazine Digest. m $3.00 
Considered by many to be the best of 
the general digests. 

Reader’s Digest. m $3.00 
Do not recommend binding. (R G 
& Abr. R G) 


Handicrafts 
Deltagram. Bi-m 50¢ 
Delta Manufacturing company, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, issues this small 
but helpful magazine. Useful in 
grades, too. 

**Popular Mechanics. m $3.50 
(R G & Abr. R G) 

**Popular Science Monthly. m $3.00 
Both of these magazines are popular 
with boys who want directions for 
making simple objects. The school 
with a small budget may wish to 
alternate. (R G & Abr. R G) 


Health 
*Hygeia. m $3.00 
A good aid for teaching health. (R G 
& Abr. R G) 

**Minnesota’s Health. m Free 
Published by the Minnesota State 
Department of Health, University 
Campus. Health news and events in 
the state. Order from Department. 

National Parent-Teacher. m $1.00 
Martin calls attention to general arti- 
cles on children’s reading, juvenile de- 
linquency and sex education. Order 
from National Parent-Teacher, Inc. 


606 S. Michigan Blvd., Chicago 5 


Latin America 

Agriculture in the Americas. m 75¢ 
“Will appeal to both the reader of 
agricultural literature and to the lover 
of literature describing other indus- 
tries and other lands.” Martin. Order 
from U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 

Bulletin of the Pan American Union. 
m $1.50 
Information about the events of the 
Pan American Union of mutual con- 
cern to both North and South Ameri- 
cans. (R G) 


Music 
Etude. m $3.00 
A noteworthy tool for music appre- 
ciation classes. (R G) 
Musical America. 16 numbers $4.00 
For current news items about the mus- 
ical world. 


Nature — Conservation — Outdoor Life 
American Forests. m $5.00 
For the conservation student rather 
than the sportsman. 
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**Conservation Volunteer. Bi-m Free 
This official bulletin of the Minnesota 
State Department of Conservation de- 
serves wide publicity. Important con- 
servation information. Request from 
Conservation Department. 


*Cornell Rural School Leaflets. m 50¢ 
These deserve to be better known; 
each issue deals with one subject. For 
elementary and junior high school 
students. Order from Cornell Uni- 
versity, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Field and Stream. m $2.50 
Information about game laws and 
regulations, and equipment for the 
sportsman. 

*Natural History. 10 numbers $5.00 
Indispensable periodical for nature 
study. (R G) also 


**Junior Natural History. m $1.00 
Covers the same material as Natural 
History for upper elementary and 
junior high school students. 


Plays 
**Plays. m (8 issues) $3.00 
Non-royalty productions for young 
people, including material for special 
day programs. All grades. 

Theater Arts. m $5.00 
“Discriminating news of the dramatic 
world.” Martin. Each issue contains 
a full length current play. (R G) 


Radio 
QS T. m $4.00 

“Remains the favorite with the seri- 
ously interested boy.” Martin 

*Radio News. m $4.00 
Technical information in popular 
style. Order from Ziff-Davis Pub. Co., 
185 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 1. 
(R G) 

School Activities 

**Student Life. m (8 issues, Oct. to 
May) $1.50 
“To encourage better practices in stu- 
dent activities in secondary schools.” 

**Senior Scholastic. w (32 issues) $2.25 
An outstanding publication dealing 
with issues of the day; especially nota- 
ble for its student activities’ sugges- 
tions. Four editions: English, Social 
Studies, Teacher’s and Combined. 
(Teacher’s ed. R G & Abr. R G) 


Science 
Science News-Letter. w $5.50 
Opinions differ, some librarians think- 
ing Science News-Letter readable and 
popular, others that the news items 
are too short to be of much value. 
(R G & Abr. R G) 

**Scientific American. m $5.00 
Uniformly good coverage of applied 
science and research. (R G & Abr. 
R G) 

Social Problems 
American Unity. m Free to schools 
Valuable information on racial issues. 
Request from Council Against In- 
tolerance in America, 17 E. 42nd 
Street, New York 17, N. Y. 

**Building America. m (8 issues) $2.25 
Each issue is devoted to a subject of 
current importance: housing, health, 
movies, aviation, women. Some schools 
prefer to buy in book form. See 
Standard Catalog for High School 
Libraries. (R G & Abr. R G) 


*Monthly Labor Review. m $3.50 
Abstracts of current reports on issues 
affecting labor; a government publica- 
tion. Difficult reading but valuable 
for its coverage. Order from Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, Supt. of Docu- 
ments, Washington, D. C. (R G & 
Abr. R G) 

*Survey Graphic. m $4.00 
Social problems receive 
treatment. (R G) 


authentic 


Teen Age Specials 
Mademoiselle. m $3.50 
More sophisticated in tone than other 
magazines of this kind. 
**Seventeen. m $3.00 

Of practical use to the high school 
girl of moderate means looking for 
information about clothes, beauty cul- 
ture and problems of the teen age. 


Travel 
Holiday. m $5.00 
Beautiful illustrations, good articles, 
and much advertising. Useful for 
non-readers. (R G) 
**National Geographic Magazine. m $4.25 
World news, well illustrated. (R G 
& Abr. R G); also Geographic News 
Bulletin w 25¢ 
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Miscellaneous 
**Better Homes & Gardens. m $2.50 
Gardening, homemaking, entertain- 
ing and personal appearance. (R G 
& Abr. R G) 

*Consumer’s Reports. m $5.00 
A commercial consumer service of 
decided value in helping to develop 
better shoppers. (R G) 

Good Housekeeping. m $3.50 
Contains many articles referred to by 
Home Economic teachers. Recom- 
mend keeping in the library for a 











The insight of a Norwegian truck driver during the German occupation 
of Norway in 1940 has resulted in the gift of a rare Norwegian lexicon from 
the Oslo Library to the Rolvaag Memorial Library at St. Olaf College in 


Northfield, Minnesota. 


The six volume, nicely bound lexicon was published in 1932 by the Mot 
Dag-Toward the Day, in translation, which is the socialistic Norwegian Labor 
Party. It is the only encyclopedia in existence which contains the Marxist 
influence and puts a strong emphasis on Norwegian labor interests. 


Mr. Karl Rolvaag, son of the author of “Giants in the Earth,” went to 
Norway in 1947 to write a history of the Norwegian Labor Party where his 
research brought the story of these books to light. 


During the Hitler purge in Norway a vast number of books were 
inspected and found contrary to Nazi standards and were burned. The publi- 
cations of the labor party were especially objectionable and the entire literature 
of this important phase of Norwegian history was ordered to be destroyed by 
the Nazi storm-troopers. However, one of the truck drivers realized the value 
of his load, and instead of taking the books to the dump, detoured, and 
brought them to a barn where they were hidden until the end of the 


occupation. 


In trying to obtain access to these encyclopedias which Rolvaag had heard 
had survived the German edict, he contacted the Oslo library, the Deich- 
manske Bibliotek. Mr. Hendrick Hjarteoy, the head librarian there, made 
arrangements to secure the volumes for him. “I overheard him say to his 
assistant what to me was very interesting,” Rolvaag said, “ “There is not a set 
of this Worker’s Lexicon in America. We should see that some library or 
cultural place like St. Olaf College is given a set of this lexicon. They are so 
far behind on labor relations and such matters in America. 

The library acted on Hjarteoy’s recommendation and a few months later 
the six volume Arbeidernes (Workers) Leksikon was presented to St. Olaf 
College from the Ukebladet Magasinet in Oslo. 


Sunviven of the Burning 


month and then sending to the Home 
Economics Department. (R G & Abr. 
RG) 

National 4-H Club News. m $1.00 
Sub-Title: “A publication for the ex- 
change of ideas among 4-H Clubs.” 

Popular Photography. m $3.00 
Useful information for the amateur 
photographer with limited funds. 

**Vocational Trends. m $3.00 
“The first real guidance magazine 
for young people.” Martin Order 
from Science Research Associates, 228 
S. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 
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Dictionaries and Encyclopedias 


Dictionaries and encyclopedias are in- 
cluded in the basic lists of recommended 
books for Minnesota schools, the STAND- 
ARD CATALOG FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES and the CHILDREN’S CAT- 
ALOG, and reference should always be 
made to these tools before purchase. In 
addition, the “Subscription Books Bulletin” 
of the American Library Association pro- 
vides detailed reviews. Copies of this quar- 
terly publication may be borrowed from the 
Library Division, but all schools and li- 
braries are urged to buy it for their own 
collections. To make sure that boys and 
girls, as well as their parents and teachers, 
know about this service, would be one of 
the most constructive tasks the library could 
perform for the school and the community. 

The following list of dictionaries and en- 
cyclopedias is the result of requests for in- 
formation about them which have been 
recently received in the Library Division. 
These brief comments are made from notes 
supplied by members of the Minnesota 
Committee. 


Encyclopedias and Sets of 
Reference Books 

Ten Eventrut Years: A Record of 
Events of the Years Preceding, Including 
and Following World War II, 1937 Through 
1946; Prepared under the Editorial Direc- 
tion of Walter Yust, ed. of Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. 4v. Chicago, Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, Inc., 1947. illus. $39.90 per set. 
6% discount to schools and libraries for 
full payment within 60 days of delivery. 
Trade edition $49.90. 

A detailed review has been published in 
the A.L.A. Subscription Books Bulletin for 
January, 1948. 

This set treats a wide range of subjects 
and their development during a recent, 
important ten year period. Selection and 
presentation of materials, accuracy and com- 
pleteness, all mark the set. The format is 
attractive. It is recommended, however, 
only for those school libraries needing addi- 


March, 1949 


tional supplementary material on the war 
years and having ample funds to keep their 
collections equipped with up-to-date sets of 
general encyclopedias and reference books. 

Wortp Scope Encyciopepia: the New 
Universal Encyclopedia of the World; edi- 
tor-in-chief, William H. Hendelson. 12 v. 
New York Universal Educational Guild, 
1948. illus. cloth, $59.90. 

A detailed review of the last edition has 
been published in the A.L.A. Subscription 
Books Bulletin for October 1948. 

According to the publishers “The Ency- 
clopedia has been written to serve the high 
school student as well as the mature reader.” 

Numerous inaccuracies and omissions, an 
awkward style of writing, unnumbered 
pages and no bibliographies are some of the 
reasons for not recommending this ency- 
clopedia. 


Picture Dictionaries 


Tue Rarnsow Dictionary: by Wendell 
W. Wright assisted by Helene Laird; illus. 
by Joseph Low. Cleveland, World Publish- 
ing co., 1947. Buckram, $3.00. 

A recommended dictionary, especially for 
the intermediate grades, this book also has 
merit as a vocabulary builder, for its attrac- 
tive format and numerous illustrations in 
color will invite children to browse through 
its pages. 

Gotpen Dictionary: by Ellen Wales 
Walpole; illus. by Gertrude Elliott; pre- 
pared under the supervision of Mary Reed. 
Simon & Schuster, 1944. Boards, $1.50 
(Giant Golden Book). 

The Golden Dictionary contains less than 
half of the entries to be found in the Rain- 
bow Dictionary. The careful selection of 
words, and the definitions which are simple 
and appropriately supported by colored pic- 
tures, will make this volume useful in the 
primary grades. It is also an excellent book 
for the pre-school child and might well be 
recommended as an ABC book. An illus- 
tration for each word helps to clarify the 
meaning for the child. The covers of card- 
board will not stand hard wear. 
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An excellent review of the seven picture 
dictionaries which have been published in 
the last year and a half appears in the 
Service Bulletin of the Center for Instruc- 
tion Materials, University of Chicago. An 
annual subscription of this bulletin issued 
each month is $1.00. 


Large Abridged Dictionaries 

American Co.ttecE Dictionary: ed. by 
Clarence L. Barnhart, with the assistance of 
355 authorities and specialists. Random 
house, 1947. $5.00. 

Many users have made favorable com- 
parisons between this new dictionary and 
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. High 
school libraries may wish to buy single 
copies. 

Funk & Wacnatis New Co.tece Stanp- 
ARD DicTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE: 
Charles Earl Funk, ed. Em’pha-type ed. 
New York, Funk & Wagnalls, 1947. illus. 
cloth $5.50; thumb indexed $6.00. 

Comparable in size and coverage to 
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, the en- 
tries in this well-known reference work are 
all given in one alphabet. All of the mem- 
bers of the Minnesota Subscription Books 
Committee objected to the fine print. 

Funk & Wacnatts New Practicau 
STanpARD DicTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH 
LancuacE: J. G. Ferguson & Associates, 
1946. $12.00. 

Quality and general make-up of this 
dictionary is poor and the type size and 
style make it difficult to read. Not recom- 
mended. 

Wesster’s CotteciATE DicTIONARY . . . 
5th ed. Merriam, 1941. $5.00. Thin paper 
edition. 

This dictionary has so well stood the 
test of time and usage by scholars and lay- 
men alike that it is recommended for first 
purchase for an abridged dictionary for 


the high school. 
Smaller Abridged Dictionaries 


Worps: The New Dictionary; new sim- 
plified definitions, pronunciations at a 
glance, self-testing language builder, hand- 
book for secretaries, maps and _ essential 


tables . . . more than 70,000 newly written 
entries, over 1,000 specially prepared illus- 
trations: Charles P. Chadsey, editor-in-chief, 
William Morris, managing ed., Harold 
Wentworth, consulting ed. New York, 
Grosset & Dunlap, 1947. Cloth, $2.00. 

“Designed for the man in the street—the 
business man, stenographer, student, vet- 
eran, housewife,” this dictionary has clear 
type and brief definitions. There are sev- 
eral special sections including How Words 
Can Help You, Handbook of Foreign Sen- 
tences and Phrases, and Handbook for 
Secretaries, most of which are sketchy. The 
latter, for instance, is wholly inadequate by 
comparison with other tools for this pur- 
pose. This dictionary is not recommended 
since schools needing simplified dictionaries 
to meet the needs of young readers will find 
more appropriate materials listed in the 
STANDARD CATALOG FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES and the CHIL- 
DREN’S CATALOG. 


When You Buy a New Dictionary 
Schools ordering new dictionaries and ex- 
pecting them to meet State standards have 
been questioning those with copyright dates 
of more than 10 years ago. A dictionary is 
acceptable, even with an older copyright 
date, provided a section of new words has 
been added within the last 10 years. For 
instance, one dictionary is copyrighted in 
1936, but the latest printing occurred in 
1948 and included a new words section 
copyrighted in 1941. This book meets the 
state requirements for a dictionary copy- 
righted within the last 10 years. 
The Committee: 
Margaret R. Greer, Librarian, Board of 
Education Library, Minneapolis 
Naomi Hokanson, School Librarian, Still- 
water 
M. Janet Lockhart, Librarian, West High 
School, Minneapolis 
Emmet D. Williams, Superintendent of 
Ramsey County Schools, St. Paul 
Ruth Ersted, Supervisor of School Li- 
braries, State Department of Education, 
St. Paul 
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Minnesota Territorial Centennial 

Undoubtedly Minnesota librarians are do- 
ing many interesting things in connection 
with the observance of the Territorial Cen- 
tennial. Won’t you please write to the 
editor of Minnesota Libraries, giving him 
details of your displays or other activities so 
that he can share your interesting news with 
other librarians who read these columns? 

Minnesota Centennial will be noted by 
the Library of Congress through ceremonies 
and exhibits early this month. Senator 
Hubert Humphrey will speak on Minne- 
sota history at the opening ceremonies. 
The extensive exhibit, which will be open 
after the ceremonies, will have two parts— 
one pictorial and the other the review of the 
state’s history as found in publications, 
books, maps and portraits. The exhibit will 
close June 15 and the photographic section 
will be sent on tour to museums and other 
institutions in Minnesota. 

Librarians interested in the Centennial, or 
in Minnesota history, should subscribe to 
the fine publication, Gopher Historian. 
This periodical, which deals with the lore 
and lure of the Gopher State, is published 
monthly during the school year by the 
Minnesota Historical Society in St. Paul. 
Subscription rates are: For school pupils: 
Single subscription, 75c. Group subscrip- 
tions, 10 to 25, each 6o0c per year; 25 or 
more, each 50c per year. Single copies, 15¢ 
each. 

What You Can Write About The History 
of Your Home Town is a recent publica- 
tion of the Oregon State Library, Salem, 
Oregon. Those interested in Minnesota his- 
tory will find the outline just as useful for 
this state as for Oregon. 


Service Notes 

Tag Day for the Cass Lake Library 
raised a total of $97.57 which will be used 
for the purchase of new children’s books. 

Recent issues of the Chatfield News have 
been carrying interesting material about the 
history of the public library which was 
launched 38 years ago. 

The voters of Clay County voted for the 
establishment of a county library system at 


the last general election. The board of 
county commissioners recently approved a 
$10,000 budget for purchasing service from 
the Moorhead Public Library. 16 communi- 
ties will be served as a result of this action. 
Among them are: Dilworth, Glyndon, Com- 
stock, Barnesville, Ulen, Baker, Sabin, Rol- 
lag, Downer, Hawley, Hitterdal, Averill, 
Felton, Kragnes, Georgetown, and Rustad. 

Marie Knudson, new librarian at Inter- 
national Falls, recently gave an interesting 
talk on county library service to the P.T.A. 
group at Littlefork, Minnesota. 


East Lake Branch Library, Minneapolis, 
has just completed the celebration of its 
25 years of service. Maxine Sperry, its li- 
brarian, said that today it has four times 
as many books as when it was opened. 

The main public libraries of both St. 
Paul and Minneapolis have installed photo- 
graphic book charging machines. 

The bookmobile of the Minneapolis Pub- 
lic Library has just celebrated its tenth 
anniversary. The truck carries 2,500 books 
and makes 11 stops in order to supplement 
fixed branch library service. 

The Montevideo Public Library board is 
enthusiastic over the appropriation recently 
received from the city council. Board mem- 
bers feel that they are making real progress. 
' 54 members of the Pine Island Library 
club visited the Rochester Public Library 
for briefing on book selection methods. The 
members of the club assist at the circulation 
desk and locate reference material for fellow 
students at the Pine Island library. 


Buildings 

Waunite Bell, librarian at the Bemidji 
State Teachers College Library announced 
that dedication ceremonies for her new li- 
brary building were held recently. 

Vastly increased book storage in the St. 
Paul Public Library is planned. Mezzanine 
floors in the four-story main building will 
nearly double the library’s present book 
capacity and will enable the staff to more 
efficiently serve the public. A new auto- 
matic push-button elevator to serve the eight 
stack levels is to be installed. Estimated cost 
for the project $215,000. 
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Additional book shelving is being in- 
stalled in the Marshall-Lyon County library, 
and in the Morgan library. 


Gifts 


The Alexandria Public Library reports 
that last year it received an unusually large 
number of gifts—not only useful books— 
but also of personal services in time spent 
on typewriting, lettering, woodworking, 
and public relations. 

The Waseca County library is close to 
the attainment of the goal of a new book- 
mobile. Mrs. Nellie Yantes has announced 
that the $1,236.57 collected by public sub- 
scriptions is being matched by a like amount 
from the city council. 

The late Ray P. Chase is being honored 
through the raising of $86.00 for memorial 
gift books to the Anoka Public Library. 


The Chatfield Public Library recently re- 
ceived five copies of Margaret Snyder’s 
“The Chosen Valley” as a gift from Dr. 
E. L. Tuohy of Duluth, a former resident. 
The book deals with Chatfield life. 

Mankato Public Library reports receipt 
of a wide variety of memorial volumes 
donated by local organizations, and ranging 
in subject matter from railroading to humor. 

The New Ulm Public Library continues 
to have its collections strengthened through 
a steady flow of “living memorial” books. 

One of the most complete collections of 
beekeeping in the United States has been 
presented to the St. Paul Public Library by 
the North Star Beekeepers Association 
through R. W. Anderberg, president of the 


association. 


Health Radio Scripts 


An educational series of 15-minute radio 
scripts, dramatizing public health problems, 
are now being issued, according to an an- 
nouncement by The Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of New York. The scripts will 
be released on a monthly basis through May 
and will be offered without charge as an 
educational service to teachers, librarians, 
club leaders, and radio stations. 

Miss Gretta Baker, well-known script 
writer and former member of the faculty at 
New York University, will write the series 
for The Mutual Life, under the guidance 
of the company’s medical department. In 
discussing the new series, Miss Baker said: 


“The scripts can be used on or off the air. 
They are simply written and easy to produce 
and make fascinating program material for 
club meetings, school assemblies, radio 
workshops, little theatres, and other com- 
munity groups. Teachers of English, speech, 
dramatics, hygiene, and science will find 
the scripts especially helpful in classroom 
work.” 

(For free copies write to the Public Rela- 
tions Division, The Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of New York, 34 Nassau Street, 
New York 5, New York.) 


Filmstrip and Records 


Use Your Library, a 77-frame filmstrip 
by E. Ben Evans, and a realistic presentation 
of what the library offers, is being released 
by the American Library Association. It is 
aimed at junior and senior high school 
pupils, and shows how to find books, brief 
facts, magazine articles and pamphlets. Its 
purpose, according to the producers, is to 
develop a favorable attitude toward the li- 
brary on the part of the students as well 
as to how to use it. The filmstrip can be 
used by librarians or teachers without a 
manual or study guide. Mr. Evans, who is 
responsible for the strip, is supervisor of 
library service in the Kern County Union 
High School District, Bakersfield, Cali- 
fornia. 

A set of five double-faced 12” Folk Tale 
Records, produced by RCA-Victor for the 
A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People is being released through 
the American Library Association. Humor- 
ous, fanciful stories which for generations 
have provided good entertainment for boys 
and girls of school age make up the set. 
Those who had the privilege of hearing 
the audition records at the Atlantic City 
Conference were most enthusiastic about 
the skill with which the narrators bring these 
tales alive. The titles are: The Frog, a 
Spanish folk tale, and Schnitzle, Schnotzle 
and Schnootzle, an Austrian Christmas folk 
tale, both narrated by Ruth Sawyer; Brer 
Mud Turtle’s Trickery, an Uncle Remus 
story, narrated by Frances Clarke Sayers; 
A Paul Bunyan Tale and A Pecos Bill Tale, 
both narrated by Jack Lester. 


Evans, E. Ben. Use Your Library. 77-frame 
filmstrip. American Library Association, 
Chicago, 1948. $5.00. 
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Folk Tale Records. Five double-faced 12” 
records, 78 RPM. American Library As- 
sociation, Chicago, 1948. Single records, 
$3.00 each; set of 5, $14.00. 


New Library Film 


NEW CHAPTERS, a 14 minute 16mm 
sound film in color, is now being dis- 
tributed by the A.L.A. by arrangement with 
the producer, National Film Board of 
Canada. 

The London, Ontario, public library is 
presented as a workshop and lecture hall, 
as well as a source of books, paintings, music 
and recordings. Particular emphasis is 
placed on children’s activities. The film 
demonstrates the many potential services 
of the public library. 

NEW CHAPTERS contains many color- 
ful and impelling human interest scenes. 
It is an entertaining as well as informative 
film. It is sold by the A.L.A. but may also 
be rented from the following sources: 


Brandon Films, Inc. 

1600 Broadway 

New York 19, New York 
International Film Bureau, Inc. 
84 East Randolph Street 
Chicago 1, Illinois 

Visual Education, Inc. 

203 Cotton Exchange Building 
Dallas 1, Texas 


Personal 


Victoria Gale, who retired as librarian at 
Paynesville after 34 years of service, has 
entered the Walker Methodist Home in 
Minneapolis. 

Mrs. Blanche N. Jones, first librarian of 
the Nobles County Library, has resigned to 
take a position with the East Parish Library 
at Baton Rouge, La. 

Mary Alice Holmes, children’s librarian 
at Virginia for over 25 years, died from a 
heart attack. Previous to her service in 
Virginia she had been children’s librarian 
at Winona. 

Mrs. Ray McCollar has been appointed 
librarian in the Park Rapids library to suc- 
ceed the late Mrs. Susan George. 

Mrs. Mary E. Belsheim, for 26 years li- 
brarian at Plainview, passed away early 
this year at the age of 8r. 

Mrs. Mary Alice (Smith) McKenney, a 
graduate of Smith College and of the New 


York State Library School, died recently. 
She was a bibliographer on the staff of the 
Minnesota Historical Society at the time of 
her death. She had served the Historical 
Society in several positions, and also had 
been a member of the staff of the Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts Public Library, New 
York State Library, Duquesne Public Li- 
brary, La Crosse Public Library, and the 
St. Paul Public Library. 

Eighteen years of faithful library service 
to the people of Mankato were brought to a 
close by the death of Mrs. Clara C. Bord- 
well on February 20. Born in Waupun, 
Wisconsin, Mrs. Bordwell came to Mankato 
in 1930 after serving as librarian, first at 
Stillwater and then in Crookston. 


Occupational Guidance 


School librarians are urged to develop 
their occupational information collections. 
Guidance counselors will be more than will- 
ing to make suggestions as to sources of 
free or inexpensive information. Occupa- 
tional Information and Guidance Services, 
a reference manual published by the Voca- 
tional Division of the Minnesota Depart- 
ment of Education, is also a useful tool for 
building up these collections. 


Library Trustees 


Newly appointed: 
Mrs. W. A. Cross, Blackduck 
Mrs. Henry McNeil, Blackduck 
Mrs. Roy Zimmerman, Blackduck 
Mrs. John Kochevar, Buhl 
Mrs. Nick Mallaro, Buhl 
Edward Nosan, Buhl 
Dr. Robert B. Featherstone, Fergus Falls 
Mrs. William Deanovic, Kinney 
Mrs. William Engman, Kinney 
Mrs. Elmer Johnson, Kinney 
Francis Method, Kinney 
Larry Muhonen, Kinney 
Mrs. Mathew Ranta, Kinney 
Mrs. E. C. Bayley, Lake City 
Mrs. D. D. Karow, Lake City 
Ben Gilman, Marble 
George H. Borneman, Tracy 
Mrs. Martin Flom, Zumbrota 
Mrs. Walter Grimm, Zumbrota 
Mr. F. C. Marvin, Zumbrota 
Reappointed: 
Leo Bienek, Alexandria 
Mrs. S. H. Buttz, Alexandria 
Harlan Campbell, Alexandria 
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Mrs. A. D. Haskell, Alexandria 

Aldrich Ostlund, Alexandria 

Dr. E. R. Sather, Alexandria 

Mrs. J. J. Volker, Alexandria 

Mrs. W. L. Robertson, Fergus Falls 

Rev. Wm. Van Dyken, Fergus Falls 

Officers: 

Mrs. Ivan Hedine, Alexandria, President 

Phil S. Johnson, Alexandria, Secretary- 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Vern Hickerson, Blackduck, Presi- 
dent 

Mrs. L. M. Schippers, Blackduck, Vice 
President 

Mrs. O. E. Jamtaas, Blackduck, Secretary- 
Treasurer 

Mrs. Bertha Lee, Kasson, President 

Mrs. Gretchen Erickson, Kasson, Vice 
President 

Mrs. Matt Ilkka, Jr., Kinney, President 

Mrs. George V. Jokinen, Kinney, Secre- 
tary 

Dr. W. F. Wilson, Lake City, President 

Kenneth R. Smith, Lake City, Vice Presi- 
dent 

George Erickson, Lake City, Secretary 

Mrs. Ralph W. Hunt, Lake Johanna, 


President 

Mrs. Adolph F. Meyer, Lake Johanna, 
Secretary 

Mrs. Erwin F. Schoenfeld, Lake Johanna, 
Treasurer 


Mrs. C. E. Eastwold, Minneota, President 

Rev. G. Guttormsson, Minneota, Vice 
President 

Sigrid Frost, Minneota, Secretary-Treas- 
urer 

Mrs. Lyman Justice, Montevideo, Presi- 
dent 

Mrs. Lois M. Ogden, Park Rapids, Presi- 
dent 

Mrs. A. W. Peterson, Park Rapids, Secre- 
tary 

Dr. N. O. Sandven, Paynesville, President 

Mrs. J. B. Wright, Paynesville, Vice 
President 

Mrs. C. J. Dunton, Paynesville, Secretary- 
Treasurer 

Mrs. B. H. Suthers, Royalton, Secretary 

T. A. Donlin, St. Cloud, President 

Mrs. E. C. Biller, St. Cloud, Vice Presi- 
dent 

Mrs. H. B. Gough, St. Cloud, Secretary 

Mrs. K. M. Lavine, Stillwater, President 

Mrs. W. R. Humphrey, Stillwater, Vice 
President 


Mrs. A. G. McCormick, Stillwater, Secre- 
tary 

Mrs. M. F. Juhnke, Windom, President 

Mrs. W. R. Jeffers, Windom, Vice Presi- 
dent 

Mrs. A. H. Rossow, Windom, Secretary 

Dr. C. F. Donaldson, Windom, Treasurer 

Mrs. E. B. Rockne, Zumbrota, President 

Mrs. M. G. Flom, Zumbrota, Vice Presi- 
dent 

Niles Wedge, Zumbrota, Treasurer 

L. L. Schaeffer, Isanti Co. Library, Presi- 
dent 

Mrs. Carl Flodquist, Isanti Co. Library, 
Secretary 


lron Range List 


Mr. Harold Russell, Reference Librarian 
at the University of Minnesota Library, is 
interested in receiving a copy of the follow- 
ing publication for the Library files: 

Niemi, Signa. Mesabi Iron Range of Min- 
nesota. A bibliography by Signa Niemi. 
Library School, University of Wisconsin, 
1920. 18 p. 

The University copy has been completely 
worn out. Apparently the publication was 
originally distributed with the “Compk- 
ments of the Public Library, Eveleth, Min- 


”? 
nesota. 


Discussion Material 


Librarians, developing community forums 
or discussion groups to keep informed on 
current problems, will be interested in the 
collections of inter group materials being 
made available by certain local organiza- 
tions. The Governor’s Interracial Commit- 
tee, the St. Paul Council on Human Rela- 
tions, the Minnesota Jewish Council, and 
the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews have assembled outstanding books and 
pamphlets written by popular educators and 
social scientists about this vital subject. The 
Library Division recently received a kit for 
use by Minnesota librarians. A kit or its 
individual publications may also be ob- 
tained at nominal cost by writing directly 
to any one of the above organizations. 


Special Libraries 
The Special Libraries Association will 
hold its goth annual convention in Los Ange- 
les, Calif., June 11-18, 1949. A tour of the 
Grand Canyon of Arizona, Yosemite Na- 
tional Park, several large Pacific Coast cities, 
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and the Canadian Rockies is being planned 
in connection with the meeting. Further 
information may be obtained from Kath- 
erine Laich, Los Angeles Public Library, 
630 West Fifth St., Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


Catholic Booklist 


Each year the Catholic Library Associa- 
tion publishes a Catholic Booklist. The 1949 
edition is now out and may be obtained 
from the Department of Library Science, 
Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois. The 
price is 65c. 


Graduate Library School 
Conference 


The Graduate Library School of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago announces that the 1949 
Library Conference, to be held from August 
8-13, will deal with the reports of the Public 
Library Inquiry. 

In 1946 the American Library Association 
proposed to the Social Science Research 
Council that the Council conduct a “thor- 
ough and comprehensive study of the Amer- 
ican free public library, . . . an appraisal in 
sociological, cultural, and human terms of 
the extent to which the libraries are achiev- 
ing their objectives” and of the library’s 
“potential and actual contribution to Ameri- 
can society.” The Public Library Inquiry 
was organized in March, 1947 under the 
general direction of Dr. Robert D. Leigh. 
A staff of several members with varying 
backgrounds has been at work in the past 
two years on perhaps the most complete 
single study of the public library as an 
American institution. It will conclude its 
work with the publication of several reports 
in the summer of 1949. 

The Library Conference of the University 
of Chicago will provide the first oportunity 
for public librarians to discuss the findings 
and results of the Inquiry. Each of the 
major reports of the Inquiry will be dis- 
cussed by a panel of three members: a 
librarian expert in the field, a social scien- 
tist, and the staff member of the Inquiry 
responsible for the report. Among the 
topics to be considered are: the government 
and political position of the American pub- 
lic library, library finance, use of the public 
library, the role of films and recordings in 
library service, the personnel of the Ameri- 
can public library, library techniques and 
processes, the book publishing industry, 





government publications, and the general 
report of the Inquiry. For those reports not 
yet published at the time of the Conference 
participants will be provided with a brief 
abstract of the major findings. The plan for 
the Conference is not simply to present the 
findings and recommendations of the In- 
quiry but rather to consider their validity 
and their implications for library service. 

A detailed program for the Conference 
will be available soon. 


Minneapolis Salary Schedule 

Following action taken by the Library 
Board on December 2, the Minneapolis Pub- 
lic Library opened the new year with a 
revised salary schedule. The rates adopted 
bring civil service employees up to levels 
paid in other city departments and profes- 
sional employees up to levels approaching 
American Library Association standards. 

The new rates for classified employees 
are: 


TTT SE ETE $153-173 
pO EFT ISDE $168-188 
Jr. clerk, aid and steno.......$183-203 
| Te $208-228 
Sr. clerk, aid and steno.......$228-248 
Gm. M0ek, COOTM..........0i--.00... $258-273 
_, rer ree $283-293 


Salaries for professional positions were set 
up according to the following schedule: 


, | So" 9 Sarr $235-255 
PPR BIg Ti ninssntcicatccsnsinses (240)-300 
Sh Rane $310-330 
OOOH eh, ane. H.................-2:. (240)-300 
a en (240)-310 
CI FINS Te sss sscssncecsnnsoce $320-330 
Re css sicteencng $310-350 
ty Ser Dea $340-370 
Super. asst. II............ oer $350-380 
tS ees $340-370 
_ & eee $340-380 
Ba MN I sensi ccescsncsced $340-390 
Dept. heed f......................4: $340-370 
Dept. head Il...................... $360-390 
Dept. head Til...................: $380-410 


*Includes only persons who are not fully trained. 

**Inexperienced employee with four years of col- 
lege including library school starts at figure in 
parentheses. Employee with four years of col- 
lege plus one year of library school starts at 
$250. To be classed as Library Assistant II an 
employee without a library school degree must 
have an academic degree plus a specialization 
(art, music, etc.). 

***Four year person without experience begins at 
$240. 











District Meetings 


The Minnesota Library Association and the Library Division of the 
State Department of Education are jointly sponsoring five district meet- 
ings for librarians to be held in various parts of the state between May 3 
and May 21. The following is the tentative schedule of these meetings: 

May 3—Crookston, Mrs. Claire W. Madden, chairman 

May 6—St. Peter, Grant D. Hanson, chairman 

May 13—Sauk Centre, Lewis E. Olds, chairman 

May 21—Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Museum of Natural 

History, C. Irene Hayner, chairman 
International Falls (tentative, date later), Marie Knudson, 


chairman 


The general schedule for the program at each meeting is as follows: 

1. 9:30-10:00 A. M. Registration and informal coffee and dough- 
nut period. 

2. The remainder of the morning: discussion of problems on local 
level as selected in advance by librarians in attendance. Key 
librarians in each district will lead the talks. The morning 
discussion will cover such subjects as periodicals, pamphlets, 
reading guidance, audio-visual aids, public support, budgets 
and finance, binding, and streamlined classification and cata- 
loging. 

3. Luncheon with no featured speaker. Summary of Minnesota 


library news. 
4. 1:30-2:00 P. M. library film. 


5. Remainder of the afternoon devoted to report on activities of 
Minnesota Library Association, status of library legislation, 
etc. Problems on national and state level will also be discussed. 


Afternoon program will include the current status of the Library 
Demonstration Bill, the State Library Survey Bill, proposed 
increases in the Library Division budget, the state documents 
bill, and amendment of the county library tax bill. 


At any meeting when there are a sufficient number of librarians 
interested in a given field (for example, school librarians, college librar- 
ians) separate discussion groups on the subjects outlined above will be 


held. 
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